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- "Laſtly, Of a great and Terrible Perſecutios 
- ſhall fall upon the Reformed Churches by the*Papifſts, 
> wherein the.then Pope ſhould be chiefly concerned, ***. 7 
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E | Strange and Remarkable Predifions of that Holy, 
'P Learned, and excellent Biſhop, James Uſher, 
© _» fate Lord Primate of Iceland, 


thy Primate and Arch-Fiſhop, gives an Account, 
that among other extraordinary Giſts and Gra- 
ces, which it pleaſed the Almighty to beſtow 
upon him, he was wonderfully endued with a Spirit of 
- Prophecy , whereby he gave out feveral true Predifions 
and Propheſics of things a great while b:fore they came to 
' Paſs, whereof ſome ye have ſeen fulfilled, and others re- 
main yet to be Accompliſh:d. And though he was one that 
abhor'd Enthuſtaſtick Notions, being too Learned, Rational, 
and knowing , | to admit of fuch Idle Freaks and Whimfies. 
. Yet he profeſt, © That fſcveral times in his Life he had many 
* things impreſt-u; on his-Mind., concerning future Events , 
« with ſo much warmneſs. and importunity , that he was not 
© able to keep them ſecret, but lay under an unavoidable 
© neceſſity to make them known. 
From which Spirit he Forctold the Ir:/> Rebellion Forty 
wears before it came to: paſs, with the very time when it 
ſhould break forth, in a Sermon Preached in Dub/n in 1601, 
where from Ezck, 4. 6. difconrfing concerning the Prophets 
bearing the Iniquity of Z#dh forty days, the Lord therein 
appointed a day for a year : he made this dire& Application 
inRelation to the connivance at Popery at that time, From 


T* Author of the Life of this Excellent and Wor- 


jo rhis year ( ſays he.) will 1 reckon the Sin of Ireland, that thoſe 
| whom you now Imbrace, ſhall be your Rume, and you ſhall bear 
b; his Iniquity, Which Predition proved exattly true, for from | 
that time 1601 , to the year ,1641, was juſt Forty years, 1 
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Popiſh Pricſts, and other. Papiſts, which were th _n connived. 


at. And of this Sermon the Biſhop reſerved: the Notes, and 


put a Note thereof in the. Margent of his Bible; and for 


20 Years. before, he ſtill Lived in the expeRation of the Ful- 


filling thereof: And the nearer the Time was, the more con- 


fident he was, that it was near Accomplifhment, though there 
was no viſible appearance of any ſuch thing: And (fay:s Dr. 
Bernard ) the Year before the Rebellion broke forth, the Bi- 
ſhop taking his leave of me, being then going trom Ireland to 
England, he adviſed me to a ſerious Preparation ; for I ſhould 
ſee heavy Sorrows and Miſeries, before I ſaw him again; 
which he delivered with as great confidence, as if he had feen 
it with his Eyes: Which ſeems to verify that of the Prophet, 
Amos 3, 7. Surely, the Lord will do nothing, but he will Reveal 
it to his. Servants the Prophets, 

From this Spiiit of Prophefie, he fore-ſaw the Changes and 
Miſeries of England in Church and State; for having is one 
of his Books, (called De Prez. Eccl. Brit.) given a large account 
of the Deſtruion of the Church and State of - the Brittarns, 
by the Saxons, about 550 Years after Chrift : He gives this 
among other Reatons, why he inſiſted ſo largely upon it ; 
That he forc-ſaw,  thata like Judgment was yet bel.ind, if time- 
ly Repentance and Reformation did not prevent it: And he 
would often Mourn upon the Fore-ſtght of this, long before it 
came. | 
From this Spizit he gave Mournful Intimations of the 
Death of our late Soveraign,, Charles the Firſt; of whom he 
would be often Speaking with Fear and Trembling even when 
the King had the greateſt Sueceſs : And would therefore con- 
Nantly Pray , and gave all advice poflihle, to preveat any ſuck 
thing. - 

.* Ecom this Spirit he fore ſaw his own Poverty in worldly 
things. an this ke would often ſpeak of, with admiracion to 
the Hearers, when he was in his greateſt Proſperity which 
the Event did moſt certainly verify, TS HA 
- From this Spirit he Predited the Divifions and Confuft: 
ons. in Exgland in matters of Religion, and 'the fad confe- 
quences thereof > fome of which we have Tecn 


fulfil'd: And 
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I pray God. the reſt which he feared, may not alſo be accom - 
pliſhed upon us. 

Laſtly, From. this Spirit he fore-told, That the greateſt 
firoke upon the Reformed Churehes was yet to come, and 
that thetime of theutter Ruine of the See of Rome, ſhould be 
when ſhe thought her ſelf moſt ſecure: And as to this Laſt, I 
ſhall add a brief Account from the Perſons own Hand, who- 
was concerned therein; which followeth in theſe Words: 

The Year before this Learned and Holy Primate, A. Biſhop 
Uſher dyed, I went to him, and earneſtly deſired him, to give. 
me in Writing his Apprehenſions concerning: Juſtification, and 
SanRification by Chriſt ; becauſe I had formerly heard him. 
Preach upon thoſe Points, wherein he ſeem:d to make thoſe 
great Myſteries more intelligible to my mean Capacity, than 
any thing which I had ever heard from any. other : But bes 
eauſe I had but an imperfe&t and confuſed Remembrance of 
the Partieulars, I took the boldneſs to importune him, that 
he would pleaſe to give a bricf account of them in Writing 
whereby I might the-better imprint them in my Memory; 
of which he would willingly have excuſed himſelf, by declaring 
his intentions of not Writing any more: Adding, That if. he 
did write any thing, it ſhould not exceed above a Sheet or 
two : But upon my continued Importunity, I at laſt obtained 
his Promiſe, | | 

He coming to Town ſome time after, was pleaſed to give 
me a Viſit at my own Houſe ; where I failed not to challenge 
the Benefit of the Promiſe he had made me: He replyed; 
That he had not writ, and yet he could not charge. himſelf with any 
Breach of Promiſe : For ({aid he) TI did begin to write , but when 
I came to write of Santtification,that 15,of the NewCreature,which - 
God formeth by his Spiritin every Soul,which he doth truly Regene- 
rate, I faund (o little of st wrought in my ſelf, that T could ſpeak 
of it only as Parrots by Rote, &- without the knowledge & under- 
ftanding of what I might have expreſt 5, & therefore, I durſs not- 
preſume to proceed any further upen it. 

And when I ſeemed to ſtand amazed, to hear ſuch an Hum- 


ble Confeſſion from ſo great and experienced a Chriſtian ,. 


He added ; Lpnſt tell you, We do not well underſtand what San- 
BY | _ _ fification 


— 


(5) 
Fhfication and the New Creature are ; It is no leſs then for a man- 
to be brought to an entire Reſignation of his will ts the will of God, 
and to live in the Offering up of his Soul contjuually in the flames © 
of Lowe, as a whole burnt Offering to Chriſt, and kitle (lays 
he) are many of theſe who profeſs Chriſtianity experimentally-ac- 
gnamted with this work, on their Souls. _— 

By this Diſcourſe, I conceived he had very excellently 
and clearly diſcovered to me thit part of San&ification 
which he was unwilling to write, | 

I then preſumed to enquire of him what his preſent ap- 
prefenſions were concerning a very great Perſecution which 
ſhould f.1l upon the Church of God in theſe Nations of 
Englana, Scotland, and.Ireland, of which this Reverend Pri- 
mate had ſpoken with great confidence many years before, 
when we were in the higheſt and fulleſt ate of  qutward 
Peace and Settlement. 1 asked him whether he did . be- 
lieve thofe ſad times to be paſt, or that. they were yet .to 
come, To which he anſwered, That they were yet to come, and 
that he did as confidently expett it, as ever he had done, adding, 
That this ſad Perſecution wanld fall upon all theProteſtantChurches 
of Europe; I replyed, That I Cid hope it, might have been 
paſt as to theſe Nations of ours, ſince I thought,: that though 
we, who are the People th:reef, have been_ puniſhed muck 
leſs than our Sins have deſerved, and that our late Wars 
had made far leſs devaſtations, then War commonly brings 
upon thoſe Countries where it pleafeth God in Judgment 
to ſuffer it; yet we muſt needs acknowledge, that many 
great” Houſes had been Purnt, Ruined, and left without: Tn- 
habitants, * many great Families impoveriſhed and ,undone, 
and many Thouſand Lives alſo had been loſt in that bloody 
War, and that Ireland and Scetlend, as well as England, had 
drunk very deep of the Cup of Gods Anger, even'to the 0- 
verthrow of the Government, and 'the-utter Deſolation al= 
moſt of a very great part of thoſe Countries. | 

But this Holy man, turning to -me, and fixing his Eyes 
upon me with that ſerious and ireful 'look which he uſually 
had when he ſpake Gods word and not his own; and when 
the Power of God ſeemed to þe upon Him, and to conſe 
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from the countenarice wherewitn 


(6s) 


him'to ſpeak , which I could cily diſcern much to differ 
he 


uſually ſpake to me; 
© 2 OAT 


* Fool not your ſelf rr ire hopes, for Ttell you, all you have yet 
ſeen, hath been bur the Vegining'of Sorrows to what is yet to come 


upon theProelſtant Churthes of Chriſt, who wi/lere long fail undcy 


a ſharper Perſecut:on than ever yet has upon them; and therefore 
({aid he to me) /ook you be not fount in the Outward Court,but a 
worſhipper in the Temple before the Altar, for Chriſt will meaſure 
all thoſg that profeſs 15s Name,cs ca!l themſelves his People ; & the 
Ourw ara worſvippers 2e ill leave out, to be trodden down by the 
Gentiies.. The Outward Court ( lays he} zs the formal Chriſtian, 
whoſe Religion lies 113 performins the ontſide duties of Chriſtzanity, 
withont having an inward Life & Power of Faith and love uniting 
them to Chriſh, and thefe God will leave to be troaden doyn, und 


ſwept away by the Gentiles ; But the worſhippers within the Temple 


and before tht Altar, are thoſe who do indze.! worſhip God in Spirit 
ard in Truth, whoſe Souls are made his Temples,and he is honoured 
and adored in the moſt inward theughts of their hearts, ard the 

Sacrifice their Luſts and vile affetions, yea, and their own wills to 
him, and theſe oa will hide in the hollow of his Hand, and ander 
the ſhaddow, of his wings andgthis ſhall be one great difference be- 
eeen this laſt; and all the.other preceding Perſecutions ; For in 
the former. the moſt eminent and ſpiritual Miniſters and Chriſtians 
did generally ſuffer moſt, and were moſt violently falles wpon,but in 
this laſt Perſecution, theſe ſhall be preſerved by God as a Seed to 


partake of that Glory which ſhall immedittely follow and come up- 


onthe Charch,as ſoon as ever thisStor m ſhall be over ; for as it ſhall 
be the ſharpeſt, ſo it ſhall be the ſhorteſt Perſecution of them all; 
and ſhall only take away the :roſs Hypocrites and formal Profeſ- 
fors, but the true Spirizual Believers jhall be preſerved till the Ca- 
lamity be over-paſ, - 
I then asked him by what means or Irfruments this greax 
Tryal ſhould be brought on. He anſivered, By the Papifts, 
I replyed, .that' it feeme4 to me very implorable- they 
ſhould be able to do it, fince they were now little cauntenan- 
ced, and but few in theſe Nations, and that the hearts of the 
People were more ſet againſt them then ever fince the Refor- 
ok, - | _ mation 
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ES. re ir 
mation. | He anſwered again, * That it would 'be by ths © 
© hands of os ha and in the way of a fuddain Maſſzeree ; 
© and that the then Pope ſhould be the chief Inſtrument of it; 

All this he ſpake with ſo great Afurance,' and with the 
ſame ſerious and concerned-' Countenarice, which TI have 
before obſerved hin to bave, when TI have heard him foretell 
fom?2 things which in all humane appearance were very tm- 
likely to come to paſs, which yet I my fclf have lived to ſe 
happen according to his Predition, and this made me give 
the more earneſt attention. to what he then uttered. 

He then added, © That the Papiſts were in his Opinion the 
© Gentiles ſpoken of in the 11th of the Revelations, to whom 
© the outward Court ſhould be leſt, that they might tread 
<it underfoot; They having received the Gentiles worthip 
© in their adoring Images, and Saints Departed, and in 
«taking to themſelves many Mediators ; -* And this 
© (Said he) the Papiſts are. now defigntng among 'them- 
© ſelv s, and therefore be ſure you be ready. 

This was the Subſtance, and I think (for the greateſt part) 

the very ſame words which this Holy man ſpake to me at 
the time beforementioned not long. before his Death, and 
which I writ down, that ſo great and notable a Predi&ion 
might not be loſt and forgotten by my ſelf nor others. 
This Gracious Man repeated the fame things in Subſtance 
to his only Daughter the Lady Tyrr:!, and that with many 
tears, and much about the fame time that he had expreſt 
what is aforeſaid to me, and which the Lady Tyrrs/ afſured 
me of with hex ownMonth; vo this purpoſe. 

That opening the-Deor of his 'Chamber , She found him 
with his Eycs litt up to Heaven, and the Tears running a pace 
down his Cheeks, and that he ſeemed to be in an Extahie, 
wherein he continued for about half an hour , not takings 
the leaſt notice of her , though ſhe came into the Room, but 
at laſt turning to her, he told her, That his thoughts had 
teen taken up about the Miſeries and Perſccutions that were 
coming upon the Churches of Chriſt, which would be” ſo 
ſharp and bitter, that-the contemplation of them had fe ched 


thoſe Tears from his Eyes, and that he hoped he ſhould _ 
| ive 
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ing , it might. be delayed - -4: little -longer,, -but- \(Clatd he) 


It will ſurely come. therefore be ſure to look that Joh be. not __ . 
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”To conc lude in the words of Dr: Beware ſpeaking of. KY 
from: heed- 

<ing of. 'Prophe ex gh" Way! as: any, yet with me. "4 5. not | 
'T EScolakle, that-fo great a Prophet, ſo. ſanRified from' his | 
youth, ſo EM + and Enfinent throughout the Univerſal | 
ve at ſome ſpecial times more-.then Or-. 
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